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LONDON BOROUGH OF CAMDEN 

 

WARD 

Kings Cross Ward 

REPORT TITLE 

 
Recommendation for distribution of S106 “community facilities” funds arising from the 
S106 agreement relating to a development at 277A Gray’s Inn Road. 
 

   

REPORT OF 

 
Director of Community Services   

FOR SUBMISSION TO 

 
Executive Director Supporting Communities 

DATE 

 
25th November 2016 

 

SUMMARY OF REPORT   

 
This report requests that the Executive Director Supporting Communities, in consultation with 
the Cabinet Member for Community Safety and the Voluntary Sector, approves an allocation of 
funding to improve community facilities in Kings Cross Ward.    

 
Local Government Act 1972 – Access to Information 
 
No documents, which require listing, were used in the preparation of this report. 
 
Contact Officer: Jeff Hopwood – Community Assets Strategy Lead  

 Communities & Third Sector, Community Services, Supporting 
Communities,  7Th Floor, 5 Pancras Square, London N1C 4AG 

Telephone No: 020 7974 6441 
E-mail:   jeffrey.hopwood@camden.gov.uk  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Executive Director Supporting Communities, in consultation with the Cabinet Member for 
Community Safety and the Voluntary Sector to agree to an allocation of £125,440 as detailed in 
section 3 of the report.   
 

 

 
Signed by Director of Community Services: Jessica Gibbons 
 

 
 
Date: 25th November 2016 
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1.  Background 
1.1 Planning permission was granted for a development at 277A Gray’s Inn Road 

in Kings Cross Ward and the S106 agreement for each provided for the 
payment of community facilities contributions: 

“towards the maintenance improvement and/or extension of the 
Calthorpe Project 258-27 4 Gray's Inn Road London WC1 X 8LH and 
Kings Cross Neighbourhood Centre 51 Argyle Street London WC1 H 
8EF or other community facilities in the vicinity”.   

The amount received by the Council is £125,440. 
 
2. The proposals 
2.1 Through an open call for proposals, three organisations responded, some 

whose application included more than one proposal.  Each applicant was 
expected to demonstrate how their proposal meets Camden Plan objectives 
and how the Medium Term Financial Strategy investment tests are met, and 
to provide details of any match-funding.   

 
2.2 Each proposal relates to premises which are either leased from Camden 

Council. 
 
2.3 King's Cross Brunswick Neighbourhood Association (KCBNA) requested 

two amounts in their proposal: 
 
2.3.1 £13,000 was originally requested for lift repairs at their Marchmont Street 

premises, but the organisation has successfully negotiated free repairs 
through a private sector company’s corporate social responsibility.  An 
alternative proposal is for internal decorations and a new security / CCTV 
system at the Neighbourhood Centre in Argyle Street, which is named in the 
S106 agreement (see 1.1 above). 
 

2.3.2 £35,000 is requested for either: 

 Employing a fund-raiser to enable KCBNA to improve its income 
generation, particularly to raise capital funding to refurbish, improve 
and extend the King's Cross Neighbourhood Centre, Argyle Street, 
which it occupies on a lease from LBC.  Initial studies have produced a 
project with an estimated cost of £2.4m.  KCBNA recognises that the 
Council has diminishing budgets and that there is an expectation on 
the VCS to generate income so that service provision can continue, 
and that residents can continue to use KCBNA’s facilities, services and 
activities. 

 Refurbishment of existing facilities 
 
2.3.2 KCBNA provides a range of services across the community in the ward.  It 

operates from three LBC owned properties.  
 
2.4 Coram’s Fields has made two proposals: 

 
2.4.1 £36,350 is requested for improvement of their sports facilities:  

 the conversion of existing concrete basketball court into “a state-of-the-
art multi-purpose sports arena” 



 3 

 refurbishment of their long jump sand-pit 

 refurbishment of their changing room toilets (male and female) 
 

2.4.2 £39,440 is requested for the complete refurbishment of the toilets in the main 
park (male, female and disabled). 
 

2.4.3 Coram’s Fields ask that “if the Council is only able to fund one proposal, 
proposal 1 is an absolute priority”. 

 
2.4.4 Coram’s Fields provides an important resource for children and families.  It is 

a unique open green space in a densely populated part of the borough. 
 
2.5 Calthorpe Project has made one proposal, the construction of a 

conservatory to cover the existing exterior decking area of their community 
building, creating space that is usable throughout the year, whatever the 
weather.  The amount requested is £61,350 based on a surveyor’s cost 
estimate and consultancy fee schedule. 

  
2.6 KCBNA and Coram’s Fields received an allocation of S106 for community 

facilities funding in 2015, following an open process: 
   KCBNA  £73,600 
   Coram’s Fields £20,000 
 
2.7 Generally speaking the proposals where funding is recommended meet 

Camden Plan priorities, in particular “Investing in our communities to ensure 
sustainable neighbourhoods”.  Each of these three community facilities 
provides services, activities or usable space for the residents of their 
respective neighbourhoods. 

 
2.8 In terms of the MTFS tests, the community facilities where funding is 

recommended bring communities together and help to “Tackle inequality”.  
Each organisation brings funding into the borough from non-LBC sources for 
their services and activities, and some are providing match-funding, thus 
addressing “Making every pound count”.   

 
3. Assessment and recommendations 

3.1 The amounts sought are 
Proposals Amount 

King's Cross Brunswick NA (proposal 1) £13,000 

King's Cross Brunswick NA (proposal 2) £35,000 

Coram’s Fields (proposal 1) £36,350 

Coram’s Fields (proposal 2) £39,440 

Calthorpe Project £61,350 

Total proposals £185,150 

  
3.2 There is insufficient budget, at £125,440, to meet all these proposals.  There 

are currently no other S106 for community facilities funds held by the Council 
available in this ward. 
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3.3 KCBNA is a named potential recipient in the S106 agreement.  KCBNA’s 
request for support for a fund-raiser is, strictly speaking, a request for revenue 
funding when S106 for community facilities is normally considered to be 
capital funding – i.e. for investment into community facilities.  However, in 
other awards of S106 for community facilities funding, funding has been 
awarded for staff resources for management of a capital project.  It has been 
proposed to KCBNA that if a lesser amount of £28,000 is sufficient, revenue 
funding will be awarded.  This is acceptable to the organisation. 

 
3.3.1 The award to KCBNA will have two conditions: 

1. That the release of funds will only be made when the organisation has 
permission to the progress the project, including confirmation that a 
proposal is considered planning compliant, landlord’s consent and legal 
confirmation, and  

2. That this money cannot be used for existing staff; that it is for an 
additional resource, as the fund-raising activity is extra to the normal 
process of the organisation.   

These conditions will be included in the Standard Conditions of Grant Aid and 
monitored as outlined in Section 5 below.  

 
3.4 Calthorpe Project is also a named recipient.  It has been proposed to the 

organisation that a lesser amount of £48,090 be awarded to the project 
proposed, and the organisation is confident that it can fund-raise for the 
remaining amount.  This is acceptable to the organisation. 

 
3.5 Coram’s Fields have clearly stated that their proposal 1 is a priority, so the 

recommendation is that their proposal 2 is not funded.  This is acceptable to 
the organisation. 

 
3.6 Therefore the recommendations are 

Recommendations Amount 

King's Cross Brunswick NA (proposal 1) £13,000 

King's Cross Brunswick NA (proposal 2) £28,000 

Coram’s Fields (proposal 1) £36,350 

Calthorpe Project £48,090 

Total proposals £125,440 

 
4. Consultation 
4.1 Ward members were consulted before an open call for proposals was made in 

September 2016.  Proposals were sought through direct contact with VCS 
organisations and an article to raise awareness was circulated in Voluntary 
Action Camden’s weekly email newsletter, which is widely received by the 
VCS across Camden. 

 
4.2 Cllr Johnathan Simpson, Cabinet Member for Community Safety and the 

Voluntary Sector, has given his agreement to the recommendations contained 
in this report. 

 
5. Monitoring 
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5.1 A report with evidence of spend, including quotes and receipts will be 
requested from each recipient.  

 
5.2 Additionally, funds will only be paid once the Standard Conditions of Grant Aid 

(SCGA) has been signed by the organisation.  This will restrict use of the 
money only for the agreed purpose.  Application of funds will be actively 
regulated and monitored to ensure money is applied for the specified 
purposes.   

 
5.3 Officers from the Communities and Third Sector team will visit each location 

to ensure that works and /or purchases have been completed. 
 
6. Legal implications (comments of the Borough Solicitor)     
6.1 A “section 106 agreement” is a covenant that runs with the land but, unlike 

ordinary restrictive covenants, it is excluded from the regime of discharge or 
modification by the Lands Tribunal under the Law of Property Act 1925.  

 
6.2 After 5 years, a developer may appeal the local authority’s refusal to modify 

an obligation to the Secretary of State.  
 
6.3  Comments of the Borough Solicitor’s Department are included within the text 

of the Report. 
 
7. Resource implications (finance comments of the Executive Director 

Corporate Services) 
 

7.1 The Executive Director Corporate Services confirms that there is the required 
S106 amount available for these grant awards. 

 
Report Ends 


